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“Singing the Songs of Jesus at the Last Supper”
“Trusting God in a World Chasing Idols”
Psalm 115

We’ve been following Psalms 113-118 which are called the Egyptian Hallel because they were sung at the Passover, remembering when God brought out His people Israel from Egyptian slavery. Jesus and His disciples would have sung these songs at His last Passover/supper. In two weeks on April 14th we’re going to have a visual walk through of that Last Passover, following the traditional Jewish Seder and comparing it to what Jesus actually did that night. Where it differed, how it related to the Old Testament, what the disciples missed and what Jewish people are missing today when they observe it.

One of the things we’re doing right now is examining  Ps.’s 113-118 through the lens of Jesus, singing these psalms that night and what the disciples didn’t notice how the songs pointed to what Jesus would do or what they were telling the disciples to do as Jesus was hours away from His death but also days away from His resurrection. The first Hallelujah psalm praises God for what He has done for His people; He has reversed their fortunes. He stoops down sees their plight and lifts the poor and barren into places of position by providing for them. As Jesus would have sung this at the Last Passover with the disciples, He was really singing about Himself, having not just stooped down but having come in the flesh to offer eternal life and a future hope in God’s kingdom. 

Jesus sang the second psalm which sings of God’s work of grace in His people’s lives but it also anticipates that God is not done working in His people’s lives. The disciples were impatiently waiting for Jesus to establish His kingdom. But He would soon die and so did their hopes. Did they believe God would do great things again? That God was still capable of bringing life out of that which was dead (water from 
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the rock illustration)? The key to believing God can work in the future is to continually remember the great works of God has done in our past.

These first two psalms were sung near the front part of the Passover just before they actually ate, probably as we’ll see in two weeks between the first and second drinking of wine, which were also tied to specific scripture. The last 4 psalms were sung after the meal itself was finished just after the 4th drink of wine. And symbolically the 4th cup of wine was called the cup of protection and is associated with the 4th promise God made to the Israelite slaves in Ex. 6:7
“I will take you as my own people and I will be Your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.”

The historical act of salvation was (and is) a constant reminder to God’s people of God’s promise to take us as His people, protecting us and standing up for us. Even if difficult things are happening in our life. For Jesus, Ps. 115 is a reminder to the disciples not to let Jesus’ death discourage you from trusting God. Even when it looks like the world is winning- the world that chases after false gods – God’s Word hasn’t changed and neither has He. Ps. 115 is probably a communal prayer sung to God that in spite of the world worshipping false gods, that His people would keep trusting God.


And that’s a relevant message for us, God’s people today. While the world chases after all kinds of lifeless gods - and sometimes it seems that things are going better for them than for God’s people - trust the living God whose promises of provision and protection are still there.
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The Psalm begins with a plea,


Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness. 
2
Why do the nations say, “Where is their God?”

The writer is appealing to God to bring Himself glory because something has happened to God’s people, which in effect has caused the unbelievers to sarcastically brag,

‘Where is their God?’ Isn’t He the One who supposedly calls His people chosen? Isn’t He the One who supposedly rescued them from slavery? If that’s true than why are things not looking good for God’s people? Why did that bad thing happen? Why did that professing believer act the way he/she did? Where is God?


This isn’t anything new of course. God’s detractors are always quick to jump on world disasters, Christian’s misfortunes or their disobedience. So, what do we do then? How do we keep trusting God when these things happen? The psalmist’s appeal for God to glorify Himself is always our number # 1 thing we fall back too. We should always …
Make it our Goal to Glorify God
(Ps. 115:1-8)

The phrase ‘not to us’ could also be translated ‘Not on account of us’. The writer’s plea for God to bring Himself glory is ‘Don’t do it on our account Lord, do it for Your own. Do it because You’ve promised to fill the world with Your glory. Do it because its about Your Name and reputation that’s being dragged in the mud.’ It’s interesting that we seem more concerned at times about God’s reputation than He does! God is a big God and can handle Himself quite well without our help! But He does appreciate it of course that we are concerned about His lack of glory. Even if others drag God down, it should always be our goal to lift His Name back up.
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And why should we do that? ‘Because of Your love and faithfulness.’ The word ‘love’ is that important Hebrew word ‘Hesed’ which means God’s covenant keeping, never-leave-you-nor-forsake-you love. We need to keep glorifying God because

He’s committed to us (v.1a)

That’s the whole point of hesed. God made a covenant with His people and will keep it. There are times when we may doubt His presence or doubt what He’s doing. But this is one we way we show we trust Him. In spite of negative things we may experience at times, He is committed to us and will fill the world with his glory and will bring us into His glorious presence one day which we’ll enjoy forever. Think of the context of the evening when Jesus sang this psalm. In a few hours Jesus will be arrested. Then beaten, whipped and crucified and will eventually die a humiliating, public death. The two disciples who spoke to Jesus on the Emmaus road express their disappointment about ‘these things’ because they thought He was “the one who was going to redeem Israel” (24:21). And it looked like the Pharisees had won. It looked like the mockers who cruelly told Jesus ‘if you are the Christ why don’t you get down from the cross?’. And Jesus said ‘Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.’ They didn’t know that He stayed on the cross because He was committed to making salvation available to us.

So when God lets His Name be temporarily be dragged in the mud its most likely because He’s going to bring glory to Himself in a surprising way that we can’t see at the time. That’s what we have to believe. That’s why we have to keep trusting God. That’s what Jesus is singing about here to His own disciples. Ina few hours its going to look like God has lost and abandoned His people. No, no, the writer says and Jesus sang, He’s still committed to us. Pray for God to act and glorify Himself because …
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He’s the source of all that’s true (v.1b)

‘Because of your love and faithfulness.’ The word for faithfulness is the word ‘emet’ which means true. Don’t believe the lies the unbeliever is making about God. Trust His Word. Trust His promises. God will vindicate Himself because He has said so. He is faithful to His Word and so must we be. Trusting in His promises when they look like they are failing. Don’t fall for the world belief system (which we’ll see in vv.4-8) which pursue their own ideas about life and pursue self-centered goals and idols. Always believe that God is truth and the source of all truth. Because the world is believing lies about God or about Jesus or about what happens when they die. The reason we need to make it our goal to glorify God as much as possible is because …
People need to know God cares about them (vv.2-8)

The psalmist responds to the one who criticizes God and says ‘Our God is in heaven, He does whatever pleases Him.” God is sovereign. He has a purpose for His people. His ultimate purpose is to bring them into his presence and all He does now is towards that purpose, even if it involves trials. The reason God does this is because He cares. Contrary to the false gods that the world makes and chases after, the true God has eyes can speak, can see, can hear, can smell and can walk. Again, as Jesus sings this psalm He is living proof that God cares so much about us that he became flesh and He had eyes, a nose, ears, a tongue and hands. False gods can’t even ‘make a sound’; i.e. they can’t even grunt a yeah or a nay. 

Notice the first and last things listed both had to do with speech, words. God gives us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him (2 Pet. 1:3). If He gives us everything we need means He cares about us. And He cares about the unsaved because He made them, 
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and Jesus died for them too. All idols are man-made inventions promising joy, success and riches that it cannot follow through on. Because an idol is a man’s own invention of how he thinks life should work. But God is the source of truth and fully committed to those who trust Him. He wants to help us find our joy in Him.

This middle section reassures us that …

God is Completely Trustworthy
(115:9-15)

The three groups of people – house of Israel (laity), house of Aaron (priesthood), you who fear Him (Gentile believers in God) are – means everyone, is encouraged to trust the Lord. The word trust literally means to throw yourself to the ground, surrendering your strengths and abilities to another by leaving yourself completely open and vulnerable. It means surrendering; taking your hands off; stop worrying about the problem, the enemy. Why can we trust God completely? He is our help and shield.
He’s our protector (vv.9-11)

Bowing down in dependence on another and leaving yourself vulnerable and powerless is logically foolish. Unless, the one you trust is totally able to protect you. Three times we read He is our help and shield. God is our help and shield usually has the idea of protection from attack. Like in Deut.  33:29 Moses pronounces this blessing over Israel;

Blessed are you, Israel!  Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord? He is your shield and helper and your glorious sword. Your enemies will cower before you, and you will tread on their heights.”
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God is our protector because He is also our avenger. With His sword He will deal with our enemies. Not surprisingly, we read this when Jesus comes back,
Rev. 19:11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God.14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:
king of kings and lord of lords.

So we can trust Him completely to protect us. And we can trust Him completely because,

He’s our provider (vv.12-15)

In vv.12-15 we again have the 3-time repetition to the house of Israel, Aaron and the God-fearers that God will “bless” His people. And to emphasize he means everyone by these three groups, he even adds ‘the small and great alike”. God plays no favourites. He’s the champion of the widow, the barren, the poor, the oppressed, the voiceless and the unnoticed. He will bless His people. The One who makes the heavens and the earth - and thus can supply the increase to His people – will bless them. 

This whole psalm was probably sung antiphonally and vv.12-15 are a good example. The people probably sang vv.12-13 (“us”) and the priests respond back ‘May the Lord 
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give you increase, may you be blessed of the Lord. And this is rather an important oversight we can miss. The antiphonal response involves everyone because everyone needs someone to speak truth into their life. We need the fellowship of other believers reminding us of God’s ability to protect, provide and bless us because we’re inundated with people chasing man-made religions and philosophies and idols. We are inundated with voices telling us protection, provision and blessings are found in the right people, or the right job, or the amount of stuff or the number of Facebook likes or twitter followers and on and on. If you’re surrounded by these kinds of voices all week because you don’t work or live or go to school with believers, you need to be interacting with a believer or believers to remind you that the Make of Heaven and earth is Your provider, protector and source of blessings. Otherwise the lies and false gods of this world will take you down.
     The last 3 verses remind the hearer that no matter what,

God Will be Praised Forever
(115:16-18)

God is in the highest of heavens (and yet according to Ps. 113 stoops down to see us and be with us in Jesus) and therefore deserving of praise. But He will also be praised 

By those who understand life is a gift (v.16)

While the highest heavens belong to God (unreachable to us) He has given the earth to people. The earth, our life, spouses, children - everything we value – is a gift from God, the Maker of heaven and earth. Earlier we heard verses about how the created world shows us there is a God. The world asks ‘Where is Your God?’ and we say, look around you. How can you say there’s no God? Creation shouts that it has to be designed by a loving and amazing God. It’s the people who 
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don’t value the world and life as a gift have destroyed His world that He has made. These are the dead – those who reject God, who go down to Sheol – who will never praise Him. “It is we who extol the Lord both now and forevermore.

Hallelujah”

The Hebrew is very strong here. It literally reads ‘But as for us” in contrast to the unbelievers who want no part of God. This is a vow of promise by the God-follower who will praise God forever because we understand life and salvation are gifts from God
And we know we have eternal assurance (v.18)

The Old Testament believers had assurance of salvation too. Here the psalmist vows with assurance that he/she will praise God forever because they know they will be with God forever. And that’s why they can do that both now and forever.’ And if you remember the context of the psalm, things weren’t going that well in the now.


This is the test of our faith. Can we trust God in the now, when the neighsayers are having a field day because God’s people were not acting like God’s people or there was some terrible thing happening in the world that people were blaming God or claiming there can’t be a God if such and such is happening. God patiently and graciously lets the world drag His name in the mud because His day is coming. The unbelieving world doesn’t know this. They didn’t study Zephaniah (or the Bible in general) that tells us about a world-wide cataclysmic judgment that will culminate in the return of Jesus Christ. 


And when we move the context of this psalm back to the last Passover and Jesus sings this song of confident trust in God who can provide, protect and bless His people even when their world seems like it’s falling apart (which it will in 
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Hours because Jesus will soon die), remember the resurrection. Remember the exodus. Remember the sun standing still in Joshua’s day. Remember the fiery furnace. Remember Esther and Mordecai. And remember the great works God has done in Your life and trust Him to do more in the future because He will bless us. Jesus will come back and defeat God’s enemies with the sword of His Word. And we will find out what Paul and Isaiah meant when they said,
No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him. (1 Cor. 2:9)
